Solace

Composed by Devina Boughton for the Composer/Performer Sinfonietta (2020)

Instrumentation:
Flute 1

Flute 2

Clarinet in Bb
Alto Saxophone 1
Alto Saxophone 2
Bassoon
Trumpet in Bb
Trombone

Tuba

Percussion: suspended cymbal, vibraphone, bass drum
Piano

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

Est: 2’ 30”



Performance Notes:

String section can be with single players, or in 33331 if desired.

Program Notes:

Solace was written in late 2019 and early 2020, for the Composers Sinfonietta at
Berklee College of Music. My primary influence for the melodic material is
inspired by melodic motifs that come up in music with Balkan truba (rotary-
valve flugelhorn), such as from Serbian brass bands. Throughout the piece,
traditional taxim gestures are infused into the pitch language. A taxim is a rubato,
improvised solo sometimes found at the beginning of traditional Serbian pieces,
where the rest of the band follows the soloist with long drone-like chords. In
Solace, fragmented melodies weave and flit in and out in soloistic ways, and then
slowly come together in the culminating tutti rhythm at the end of the piece.
Solace provides the mental image of a trumpet player improvising in the middle
of the forest where birds, water, and mountains are faintly echoing the melody,
transporting the performer and the listener into their own world.
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