Tessellations

By Devina Boughton (2020-2021)
For Sound Icon

exploring the possibilities of translating knitting into composition, using mathematical concepts

Overall birds and fish.

In this pattern, the knitting tessellated from fish into birds, inspired by M.C. Escher. First, I
knitted a sleeve of my sweater with orange fish turning into green birds. Now, I am knitting
green fish turning into orange birds to invert the colors for the second sleeve (a veritable color
party!) There are 66 rows, and 46 stitches. There are 4 distinguishable fish, and 4
distinguishable birds, and 2 birds and fish rows that are overlapping as the metamorphosis
occurs. By “distinguishable”, I mean that the pictures of bird/fish are not or rarely are running
into the background, and are clearly separated by the other color so that the shape pops out.
Thusly, it looks like:

4 2 birds
2 both
4 2 fish

I knit the pattern bottom to top, so I am also starting my composition with the fish, and we are
starting with orange fish and green birds, since that has been on my mind being the first
sweater sleeve that I have been knitting in quarantine. There is something about knitting that
is meditative and rhythmic, and something that seems very long and painstaking, so I wanted
to also capture those feelings in my piece.
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Tessellations I: Fish Sequence

a mathematical tone poem to knitting
M.C. Escher inspired sweater sleeves
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II. Creation of First Fish
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I11. Seeing the Fish
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